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Why are some parts of the world so rich and others so poor? Why did the Industrial Revolution--and the
unprecedented economic growth that came with it--occur in eighteenth-century England, and not at some
other time, or in some other place? Why didn't industrialization make the whole world rich--and why did it
make large parts of the world even poorer? In A Farewell to Alms, Gregory Clark tackles these profound
questions and suggests a new and provocative way in which culture--not exploitation, geography, or
resources--explains the wealth, and the poverty, of nations.

Countering the prevailing theory that the Industrial Revolution was sparked by the sudden development of
stable political, legal, and economic institutions in seventeenth-century Europe, Clark shows that such
institutions existed long before industrialization. He argues instead that these institutions gradually led to
deep cultural changes by encouraging people to abandon hunter-gatherer instincts-violence, impatience, and
economy of effort-and adopt economic habits-hard work, rationality, and education.

The problem, Clark says, is that only societies that have long histories of settlement and security seem to
develop the cultural characteristics and effective workforces that enable economic growth. For the many
societies that have not enjoyed long periods of stability, industrialization has not been a blessing. Clark also
dissects the notion, championed by Jared Diamond in Guns, Germs, and Steel, that natural endowments such
as geography account for differences in the wealth of nations.

A brilliant and sobering challenge to the idea that poor societies can be economically developed through
outside intervention, A Farewell to Alms may change the way global economic history is understood.
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From reader reviews:

Terrence Kimball:

This A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the
Western World) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of A Farewell to Alms: A
Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the
Western World) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the
World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) having very good arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Lorretta Cox:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic
History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) guide written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the
World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) as good book not simply by the cover but
also by content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Joanna Bowen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Farewell to Alms: A Brief
Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) which is getting
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Dora Mohammed:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many



books in the top record in your reading list is actually A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the
World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World). This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.
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