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From the late-medieval period through to the seventeenth century, English theatrical clowns carried a
weighty cultural significance, only to have it stripped from them, sometimes violently, by the close of the
Renaissance when the famed "license" of fooling was effectively revoked. This groundbreaking survey of
clown traditions in the period looks both at their history, and reveals their hidden cultural contexts and
legacies; it has far-reaching implications not only for our general understanding of English clown types, but
also their considerable role in defining social, religious and racial boundaries. It begins with an exploration
of previously un-noted early representations of blackness in medieval psalters, cycle plays, and Tudor
interludes, arguing that they are emblematic of folly and ignorance rather than of evil. Subsequent chapters
show how protestants at Cambridge and at court, during the reigns of Henry VIII and Edward, patronised a
clownish, iconoclastic Lord of Misrule; look at the Elizabethan puritan stage clown; and move on to a
provocative reconsideration of the Fool in King Lear, drawing completely fresh conclusions. Finally, the
epilogue points to the satirical clowning which took place surreptitiously in the Interregnum, and the
(sometimes violent) end of "licensed" folly.BR Professor ROBERT HORNBACK teaches in the
Departments of Literature and Theatre at Oglethorpe University.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Pickett:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The English Clown Tradition from the
Middle Ages to Shakespeare (Studies in Renaissance Literature). All type of book could you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Kim McLoughlin:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The English Clown Tradition from the Middle Ages to
Shakespeare (Studies in Renaissance Literature) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The English Clown
Tradition from the Middle Ages to Shakespeare (Studies in Renaissance Literature) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book The English Clown
Tradition from the Middle Ages to Shakespeare (Studies in Renaissance Literature). You never experience
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Joyce Murphy:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The English Clown Tradition from the Middle Ages to Shakespeare
(Studies in Renaissance Literature) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The English Clown Tradition from the
Middle Ages to Shakespeare (Studies in Renaissance Literature) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The English Clown Tradition from the Middle Ages to
Shakespeare (Studies in Renaissance Literature) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Rigoberto Adams:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a book. The book The English Clown Tradition from the Middle Ages to Shakespeare (Studies in



Renaissance Literature) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book features high quality.
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