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Ulrich Baer's The Rilke Alphabet will surprise and delight established fans of Rilke, intrigue
newcomers, and convince all readers of the power of poetry to penetrate the mysteries and confusion
of our world.

The enduring power of Rainer Maria Rilke's poetry rests with his claim that all we need for a better life on
earth is already given to us, in the here and now. In twenty-six engaging and accessible essays, Ulrich Baer's
The Rilke Alphabet examines this promise by one of the greatest poets in any tradition that even the smallest
overlooked word may unlock life's mysteries to us.

Fueled by an unebbing passion and indeed love for Rilke's poetry, Baer examines twenty-six words that are
not only unexpected but also problematic, controversial, and even scandalous in Rilke's work. In twenty-six
mesmerizing essays that eschew jargon and teutonic learnedness for the pleasures and risks of unflinchingly
engaging with a great artist's genius, Baer sheds new light on Rilke's politics, his creative process, and his
deepest and enduring thoughts about life, art, politics, sexuality, love, and death.

The Rilke Alphabet shows how Rilke's work provides an uncannily apt guide to life even in our vexingly
postmodern condition. Whether it is a love letter to frogs, a problematic brief infatuation with Mussolini, a
sustained reflection on the Buddha, the evasion of the influence of powerful precursors, or the unambiguous
assertion that freedom must be lived in order to be known, Rilke's writings pull us deeply into life.

Baer's decades-long engagement with Rilke as a scholar, translator, and editor of Rilke's writings allows him
to reveal unique aspects of Rilke's work. The Rilke Alphabet will surprise and delight Rilke fans, intrigue
newcomers to his work, and deepen every reader's sense of the power of poetry to penetrate the mysteries
and confusions of our world.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian White:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Rilke Alphabet, you can
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur
its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Deborah Wilkerson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Rilke Alphabet why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Catherine Mejia:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Rilke
Alphabet which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Lori Suda:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Rilke Alphabet can be the
response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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