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The fortunes of the late nineteenth century’s imperial and industrial powers depended on a single raw
material—rubber—with only one source: the Amazon basin. And so began the scramble for the Amazon—a
decades-long conflict that found Britain, France, Belgium, and the United States fighting with and against
the new nations of Peru, Bolivia, and Brazil for the forest’s riches. In the midst of this struggle, Euclides da
Cunha, engineer, journalist, geographer, political theorist, and one of Brazil’s most celebrated writers, led a
survey expedition to the farthest reaches of the river, among the world’s most valuable, dangerous, and little-
known landscapes.
 
The Scramble for the Amazon tells the story of da Cunha’s terrifying journey, the unfinished novel born from
it, and the global strife that formed the backdrop for both. Haunted by his broken marriage, da Cunha trekked
through a beautiful region thrown into chaos by guerrilla warfare, starving migrants, and native slavery. All
the while, he worked on his masterpiece, a nationalist synthesis of geography, philosophy, biology, and
journalism he named the Lost Paradise. Da Cunha intended his epic to unveil the Amazon’s explorers, spies,
natives, and brutal geopolitics, but, as Susanna B. Hecht recounts, he never completed it—his wife’s lover
shot him dead upon his return.
 
At once the biography of an extraordinary writer, a masterly chronicle of the social, political, and
environmental history of the Amazon, and a superb translation of the remaining pieces of da Cunha’s project,
The Scramble for the Amazon is a work of thrilling intellectual ambition.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Lyon:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of
Euclides da Cunha has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost
Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book.
Try to make relationship with all the book The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides
da Cunha. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jim Molnar:

This The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha usually are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Scramble for the Amazon and the
"Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed types. Beside that this The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Donald Purcell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost
Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Catharine Rosol:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
the books in the top collection in your reading list is usually The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost
Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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