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"This is a genuine foundational work in Islamic studies. It is an open door into the very heart of Islamic
civilization, while at the same time it suggests the bases of important comparisons and insights for those
interested in cognate areas in Western cultures.

"It is a fascinating, truly original work in both its guiding perspectives and its comprehensive, clearly
presented account of a central dimension of Islam. There is nothing like it, and it deserves a wide audience."
-- James W. Morris, Oberlin College

"It clearly, competently, and comprehensively describes the worldview implicit in the medieval Islamic
"wisdom" tradition represented by Sufism and Shi'i philosophy, particularly the way that gender concepts are
implicit in their cosmology and psychology, and can be related to the Taoist concepts of yin and yang. The
author's critique of feminism and modern reformism on this basis is penetrating." -- Valerie Hoffman-Ladd,
University of Illinois

The Tao of Islam is a rich and diverse anthology of Islamic teachings on the nature of the relationships
between God and the world, the world and the human being, and the human being and God. Focusing on
gender symbolism, Sachiko Murata shows that Muslim authors frequently analyze the divine reality and its
connections with the cosmic and human domains with a view toward a complementarity or polarity of
principles that is analogous to the Chinese idea of yin/yang.

Murata believes that the unity of Islamic thought is found, not so much in the ideas discussed, as in the types
of relationships that are set up among realities. She pays particular attention to the views of various figures
commonly known as "Sufis" and "philosophers," since they approach these topics with a flexibility and
subtlety not found in other schools of thought. She translates several hundred pages, most for the first time,
from more than thirty important Muslims including the Ikhwan al-Safa', Avicenna, and Ibn al-'Arabi.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mackenzie:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on
Gender Relationships in Islamic Thought will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Jose Bell:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just their
can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need that The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationships
in Islamic Thought to read.

Alice Ressler:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationships in
Islamic Thought can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.

Larry Pulido:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender
Relationships in Islamic Thought can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one
book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have
The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationships in Islamic Thought.
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