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Some warriors are drawn to the thrill of combat and find it the defining moment of their lives. Others fall
victim to fear, exhaustion, impaired reasoning, and despair. This was certainly true for twentieth-century
American ground troops. Whether embracing or being demoralized by war, these men risked their lives for
causes larger than themselves with no promise of safe return.

This book is the first to synthesize the wartime experiences of American combat soldiers, from the
doughboys of World War I to the grunts of Vietnam. Focusing on both soldiers and marines, it draws on
histories and memoirs, oral histories, psychological and sociological studies, and even fiction to show that
their experiences remain fundamentally the same regardless of the enemy, terrain, training, or weaponry.

Peter Kindsvatter gets inside the minds of American soldiers to reveal what motivated them to serve and how
they were turned into soldiers. He recreates the physical and emotional aspects of war to tell how fighting
men dealt with danger and hardship, and he explores the roles of comradeship, leadership, and the sustaining
beliefs in cause and country. He also illuminates soldiers' attitudes toward the enemy, toward the rear
echelon, and toward the home front. And he tells why some broke down under fire while others excelled.

Here are the first tastes of battle, as when a green recruit reported that "for the first time I realized that the
people over the ridge wanted to kill me," while another was befuddled by the unfamiliar sound of bullets
whizzing overhead. Here are soldiers struggling to cope with war's stress by seeking solace from local
women or simply smoking cigarettes. And here are tales of combat avoidance and fraggings not unique to
Vietnam, of soldiers in Korea disgruntled over home-front indifference, and of the unique experiences of
African American soldiers in the Jim Crow army.

By capturing the core "band of brothers" experience across several generations of warfare, Kindsvatter
celebrates the American soldier while helping us to better understand war's lethal reality and why soldiers
persevere in the face of its horrors.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Kirk:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This American Soldiers:
Ground Combat in the World Wars, Korea, and Vietnam (Modern War Studies) is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Walter Jones:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this American
Soldiers: Ground Combat in the World Wars, Korea, and Vietnam (Modern War Studies).

Billie Brown:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be American Soldiers: Ground Combat in the World Wars, Korea, and
Vietnam (Modern War Studies) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ethel Springer:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Soldiers: Ground Combat in the
World Wars, Korea, and Vietnam (Modern War Studies) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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