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"A glossary of colloquial Anglo-Indian words and phrases, and of kindred terms, etymological,
historical, geographical and discursive."

Hobson-Jobson is a unique work of maverick scholarship. Compiled in 1886 by two India enthusiasts, it
documents the words and phrases that entered English from Arabic, Persian, Indian, and Chinese sources -
and vice versa. Described by Salman Rushdie as "the legendary dictionary of British India" it shows how
words of Indian origin were absorbed into the English language and records not only the vocabulary but the
culture of the Raj. Illustrative quotations from a wide range of travel texts, histories, memoirs, and novels
create a canon of English writing about India. The definitions frequently slip into anecdote, reminiscence,
and digression, and they offer intriguing insights into Victorian attitudes to India and its people and customs.

With its delight in language, etymology, and puns, Hobson-Jobson has fascinated generations of writers from
Rudyard Kipling to Tom Stoppard and Amitav Ghosh. This selected edition retains the range and
idiosyncrasy of the original, and includes fascinating information on the glossary's creation and its
significance for the English language.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around
the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful
notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Washington:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Hobson-Jobson: The Definitive Glossary of British India (Oxford World's
Classics).

Dale Hollander:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Hobson-Jobson: The Definitive Glossary of British India (Oxford
World's Classics) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer involving Hobson-Jobson: The Definitive Glossary of British India
(Oxford World's Classics) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to
thinking Hobson-Jobson: The Definitive Glossary of British India (Oxford World's Classics) is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Daniel Martin:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will see that
now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you is Hobson-
Jobson: The Definitive Glossary of British India (Oxford World's Classics) this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



trying to find the Hobson-Jobson: The Definitive Glossary of British India (Oxford World's Classics) when
you needed it?
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