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There are saints in Orthodox Christian culture who overturn the conventional concept of sainthood. Their
conduct may be unruly and salacious, they may blaspheme and even kill--yet, mysteriously, those around
them treat them with even more reverence. Such saints are called "holy fools." In this pioneering study
Sergey A. Ivanov examines the phenomenon of holy foolery from a cultural standpoint. He identifies its
prerequisites and its development in religious thought, and traces the emergence of the first hagiographic
texts describing these paradoxical saints. He describes the beginnings of holy foolery in Egyptian
monasteries of the fifth century, followed by its high point in the cities of Byzantium, with an eventual
decline in the twelfth to fourteenth centuries. He also compares the important Russian tradition of holy fools,
which in some form has survived to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

The book Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Holy Fools
in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open and read a publication Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in
Byzantium). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So
, how do you think about this guide?

Burton Zinn:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond
(Oxford Studies in Byzantium) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kevin Pennell:

You can obtain this Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Donna Valdez:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) we can consider more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book
Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in Byzantium). You can more attractive than now.
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