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Poet, novelist, journalist, and ethnographer, Américo Paredes (1915–1999) was a pioneering figure in
Mexican American border studies and a founder of Chicano studies. Paredes taught literature and
anthropology at the University of Texas, Austin for decades, and his ethnographic and literary critical work
laid the groundwork for subsequent scholarship on the folktales, legends, and riddles of Mexican Americans.
In this beautifully written literary history, the distinguished scholar Ramón Saldívar establishes Paredes’s
preeminent place in writing the contested cultural history of the south Texas borderlands. At the same time,
Saldívar reveals Paredes as a precursor to the “new” American cultural studies by showing how he
perceptively negotiated the contradictions between the national and transnational forces at work in the
Americas in the nascent era of globalization.

Saldívar demonstrates how Paredes’s poetry, prose, and journalism prefigured his later work as a folklorist
and ethnographer. In song, story, and poetry, Paredes first developed the themes and issues that would be
central to his celebrated later work on the “border studies” or “anthropology of the borderlands.” Saldívar
describes how Paredes’s experiences as an American soldier, journalist, and humanitarian aid worker in Asia
shaped his understanding of the relations between Anglos and Mexicans in the borderlands of south Texas
and of national and ethnic identities more broadly. Saldívar was a friend of Paredes, and part of The
Borderlands of Culture is told in Paredes’s own words. By explaining how Paredes’s work engaged with
issues central to contemporary scholarship, Saldívar extends Paredes’s intellectual project and shows how it
contributes to the remapping of the field of American studies from a transnational perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Melvin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes and
the Transnational Imaginary (New Americanists). Try to the actual book The Borderlands of Culture:
Américo Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New Americanists) as your good friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in
the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kathryn Hill:

The book The Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New
Americanists) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the good thing like a book The Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes and the Transnational
Imaginary (New Americanists)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The
Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New Americanists) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Nicolas Dandrea:

The publication untitled The Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary
(New Americanists) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Borderlands of
Culture: Américo Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New Americanists) from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Randy Champion:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Borderlands of Culture:
Américo Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New Americanists) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining



especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the book
The Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New Americanists) can to
be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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