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New York University Press announces with pride the publication of a remarkable project, The Encyclopedia
of Jewish Life before and during the Holocaust. Edited by Dr. Shmuel Spector and the late Dr. Geoffrey
Wigoder and published in conjunction with Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Remembrance Authority of Israel,
the Encyclopedia represents the fruit of more than three decades of labor and stands as one of the most
important and ambitious projects the Press has published. Nobel Peace Prize-winner Elie Wiesel contributed
the foreword.

Today throughout much of Europe, North Africa and the Middle East, only fragmentary remnants of once
thriving Jewish communities can be found as evidence of more than two thousand years of vibrant Jewish
presence among the nations of the world. These communities, many of them ancient, were systematically
destroyed by Hitler's forces during the Holocaust. Yet each of their stories-from small village enclaves to
large urban centers-is unique in its details and represents one of the countless intertwined threads that
comprise the rich tapestry of Jewish history.

The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life before and during the Holocaust captures these lost images. In three
volumes, it chronicles the people, habits and customs of more than 6,500 Jewish communities that thrived
during the early part of the twentieth century only to be changed irrevocably by the war. It clarifies precise
locations of settlements based on documents and maps found in recently opened archives; it traces their
development through history; it shares small details of everyday life-the culture, the politics, and the faith
that inspired the people; and its photographs put faces on the immeasurable loss.

Based on decades of research at Yad Vashem, The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life before and during the
Holocaust tells the story of thousands of Jewish communities in concise prose, illustrated with maps and
poignant images of a world that can no longer be visited. The Encyclopedia is a rich source of information
for students, teachers, genealogists and anyone interested in the pageant of Jewish life through the ages.

From the Foreword

"But the enemy did not only annihilate individuals; his aim was also to destroy our social structures, our
economic foundations, religious and secular, our schools, our institutions, our libraries, our workshops, our
synagogues, our cultural centers-in a word: our communities.



. . . In the Jewish world one knew a town by its Jewish life. Belz and Munkacs, Bialystok and Amsterdam,
Kiev and Lille and Zablotow-offering families and individuals a sense of security and countless opportunities
for fulfillment, each community had its own particular characteristics and problems, its roots, its challenges,
and its ambitions. . . . To understand the extent of the unprecedented crimes committed against the Jewish
people in Europe is not enough; one must also seek to understand the life of this people before the
catastrophe." —Elie Wiesel

Features
-Three volumes
-1,824 pages
-81/2 x 11
-More than 6,500 communities profiled
-600 b&w photographs and illustrations
-17 pages of maps
-21-page glossary
-Complete bibliography
-Index of communities including alternate spellings and pronunciations
-Index of personalities
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The
Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the Holocaust: 3 volume set is kind of publication which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Anna Snyder:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the Holocaust: 3 volume set can be
your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Joyce Burke:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and
During the Holocaust: 3 volume set was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the Holocaust: 3 volume set has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Shay Price:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the Holocaust: 3
volume set when you essential it?
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