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A bracingly honest exploration of why there are still so few women in the hard sciences, mathematics,
engineering, and computer science
 
In 2005, when Lawrence Summers, then president of Harvard, asked why so few women, even today,
achieve tenured positions in the hard sciences, Eileen Pollack set out to find the answer. A successful fiction
writer, Pollack had grown up in the 1960s and ’70s dreaming of a career as a theoretical astrophysicist.
Denied the chance to take advanced courses in science and math, she nonetheless made her way to Yale.
There, despite finding herself far behind the men in her classes, she went on to graduate summa cum laude,
with honors, as one of the university’s first two women to earn a bachelor of science degree in physics. And
yet, isolated, lacking in confidence, starved for encouragement, she abandoned her ambition to become a
physicist.

Years later, spurred by the suggestion that innate differences in scientific and mathematical aptitude might
account for the dearth of tenured female faculty at Summer’s institution, Pollack thought back on her own
experiences and wondered what, if anything, had changed in the intervening decades.

Based on six years interviewing her former teachers and classmates, as well as dozens of other women who
had dropped out before completing their degrees in science or found their careers less rewarding than they
had hoped, The Only Woman in the Room is a bracingly honest, no-holds-barred examination of the social,
interpersonal, and institutional barriers confronting women—and minorities—in the STEM fields. This
frankly personal and informed book reflects on women’s experiences in a way that simple data can’t,
documenting not only the more blatant bias of another era but all the subtle disincentives women in the
sciences still face.

The Only Woman in the Room shows us the struggles women in the sciences have been hesitant to admit, and
provides hope for changing attitudes and behaviors in ways that could bring far more women into fields in
which even today they remain seriously underrepresented.
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From reader reviews:

Melody Grissom:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Only Woman in the Room: Why
Science Is Still a Boys' Club book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Richard Zhang:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys' Club.

Vincent Mireles:

The book untitled The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys' Club contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice go through.

Sarah Acres:

You can obtain this The Only Woman in the Room: Why Science Is Still a Boys' Club by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.
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