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Amidst the violent racism prevalent at the turn of the twentieth century, African American cultural elites,
struggling to articulate a positive black identity, developed a middle-class ideology of racial uplift. Insisting
that they were truly representative of the race's potential, black elites espoused an ethos of self-help and
service to the black masses and distinguished themselves from the black majority as agents of civilization;
hence the phrase 'uplifting the race.'

A central assumption of racial uplift ideology was that African Americans' material and moral progress
would diminish white racism. But Kevin Gaines argues that, in its emphasis on class distinctions and
patriarchal authority, racial uplift ideology was tied to pejorative notions of racial pathology and thus was
limited as a force against white prejudice.

Drawing on the work of W. E. B. Du Bois, Anna Julia Cooper, Alice Dunbar-Nelson, Hubert H. Harrison,
and others, Gaines focuses on the intersections between race and gender in both racial uplift ideology and
black nationalist thought, showing that the meaning of uplift was intensely contested even among those who
shared its aims. Ultimately, elite conceptions of the ideology retreated from more democratic visions of uplift
as social advancement, leaving a legacy that narrows our conceptions of rights, citizenship, and social
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics,
and Culture in the Twentieth Century. Try to face the book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics,
and Culture in the Twentieth Century as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Nathan Kelly:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture
in the Twentieth Century. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the
Twentieth Century. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Arthur Bennett:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study.
Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Caleb Hutto:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Uplifting the Race: Black
Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century as well as others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Uplifting the Race: Black
Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
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