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Often portrayed as an inept and stubborn tyrant, South Vietnamese president Ngo Dinh Diem has long been
the subject of much derision but little understanding. Philip Catton's penetrating study provides a much more
complex portrait of Diem as both a devout patriot and a failed architect of modernization. In doing so, it
sheds new light on a controversial regime.

Catton treats the Diem government on its own terms rather than as an appendage of American policy.
Focusing on the decade from Dien Bien Phu to Diem's assassination in 1963, he examines the Vietnamese
leader's nation-building and reform efforts-particularly his Strategic Hamlet Program, which sought to
separate guerrilla insurgents from the peasantry and build grassroots support for his regime. Catton's
evaluation of the collapse of that program offers fresh insights into both Diem's limitations as a leader and
the ideological and organizational weaknesses of his government, while his assessment of the evolution of
Washington's relations with Saigon provides new insight into America's growing involvement in the
Vietnamese civil war.

Focusing on the Strategic Hamlet Program in Binh Duong province as an exemplar of Diem's efforts, Catton
paints the Vietnamese leader as a progressive thinker trying to simultaneously defeat the communists and
modernize his nation. He draws on a wealth of Vietnamese language sources to argue that Diem possessed a
firm vision of nation-building and sought to overcome the debilitating dependence that reliance on American
support threatened to foster. As Catton shows, however, Diem's plans for South Vietnam clashed with those
of the United States and proved no match for the Vietnamese communists.

Catton analyzes the mutually frustrating interactions between Diem and the administrations of Eisenhower
and Kennedy, highlighting personality and cultural clashes, as well as specific disagreements within the
American government over how to deal with Diem's programs and his hostility toward American goals.
Revealing patterns in this uneasy alliance that have eluded other observers, he also clarifies many of the
problems, setbacks, and miscalculations experienced by the communist movement during that era.

Neither an American puppet, as communist propaganda claimed, nor a backward-looking mandarin,
according to Western accounts, Catton's Diem is a tragic figure who finally ran out of time, just a few weeks
before JFK's assassination and at a moment when it still seemed possible for America to avoid war.
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From reader reviews:

Monica Ceja:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Diem's Final Failure: Prelude to
America's War in Vietnam (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

James Sanchez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Diem's Final Failure:
Prelude to America's War in Vietnam (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)).

Thomas Rinaldi:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Diem's Final Failure: Prelude to America's War in Vietnam
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let
me have Diem's Final Failure: Prelude to America's War in Vietnam (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)).

Bert Martinez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Diem's Final Failure: Prelude to America's War in
Vietnam (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes Diem's Final Failure: Prelude to America's War in Vietnam (Modern War



Studies (Hardcover)) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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