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Somewhere between tales and polemics, these funny, ribald, and inventive pieces show Voltaire doing what
he does best: brilliantly challenging received wisdom, religious intolerance, and naïve optimism. Traveling
through strange environments, Voltaire's protagonists are educated, often by surprise, into the complexities
and contradictions of their world. Arriving on Earth from the star Sirius, the gigantic explorer Micromégas
discovers a diminutive people with an inflated idea of their own importance in the universe. Babouc in "The
World as It Is" learns that humanity is equally capable of barbarism and remarkable altruism. Other
characters include a little-known god of infidelity, a pretentious graduate who invites a savage to dinner, and
an Indian fakir who puts up with a bed of nails to gain the adoration of his female disciples. These "fables of
reason" challenge the assumptions of reader and protagonist alike.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Micromegas and Other Short Fictions
(Penguin Classics) to read.

Karen Johnson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option
to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you
should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Micromegas and Other Short
Fictions (Penguin Classics) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

James Cooper:

The actual book Micromegas and Other Short Fictions (Penguin Classics) has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after scanning this book.

Alice Concannon:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Micromegas and Other Short Fictions (Penguin Classics) can
be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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