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Historians have portrayed British participation in the Great War as a series of tragic debacles, with lines of
men mown down by machine guns, untried new military technology and incompetent generals who threw
their troops into improvised and unsuccessful attacks. In this book Paddy Griffith, a renowned military
historian, examines the evolution of British infantry tactics during the war and challenges this interpretation,
showing that while the British army's plans and technologies persistently failed during the improvised first
half of the war, the army gradually improved its technique, technology and, eventually, its self-assurance. By
the time of its successful sustained offensive in the autumn of 1918, he argues, the British army was
demonstrating a battlefield skill and mobility that would rarely be surpassed even during the Second World
War. Evaluating the great gap that exists between theory and practice, between textbook and bullet-swept
mudfield, Griffith argues that many battles were carefully planned to exploit advanced tactics and to avoid
casualties; but that the breakthrough was simply impossible under the conditions of the time. By the end of
1916 the British were already masters of 'storm-troop tactics' and, in several important respects, further
ahead than the Germans would be even in 1918. In fields such as the timing and orchestration of all-arms
assaults, predicted artillery fire, 'commando-style' trench raiding, the use of light machine guns or the barrage
fire of heavy machine guns, the British led the world. Although British generals were not military geniuses,
the book maintains they should at least be credited with having effectively invented much of thetwentieth
century's art of war.
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From reader reviews:

Cicely Silber:

The book Battle Tactics of the Western Front: The British Army`s Art of Attack, 1916-18 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book
Battle Tactics of the Western Front: The British Army`s Art of Attack, 1916-18? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Battle Tactics of the Western Front: The British Army`s Art of
Attack, 1916-18 has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marcy Madison:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this improve
your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one together with theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Battle Tactics of the Western Front: The British
Army`s Art of Attack, 1916-18 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Stacy Vincent:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Battle Tactics of the Western Front: The British Army`s Art of Attack, 1916-18 can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Paul Simpson:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Battle Tactics of the Western Front:
The British Army`s Art of Attack, 1916-18 is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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