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Throughout the Cold War, the Soviet Union deplored the treatment of African Americans by the U.S.
government as proof of hypocrisy in the American promises of freedom and equality. This probing history
examines government attempts to manipulate international perceptions of U.S. race relations during the Cold
War by sending African American athletes abroad on goodwill tours and in international competitions as
cultural ambassadors and visible symbols of American values.
 
Damion L. Thomas follows the State Department's efforts from 1945 to 1968 to showcase prosperous
African American athletes including Jackie Robinson, Jesse Owens, and the Harlem Globetrotters as the
preeminent citizens of the African Diaspora, rather than as victims of racial oppression. With athletes in
baseball, track and field, and basketball, the government relied on figures whose fame carried the desired
message to countries where English was little understood. However, eventually African American athletes
began to provide counter-narratives to State Department claims of American exceptionalism, most notably
with Tommie Smith and John Carlos's famous black power salute at the 1968 Mexico City Olympics.
 
Exploring the geopolitical significance of racial integration in sports during the early days of the Cold War,
this book looks at the Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations' attempts to utilize sport to overcome hostile
international responses to the violent repression of the civil rights movement in the United States.
Highlighting how African American athletes responded to significant milestones in American racial justice
such as the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision and the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act,
Thomas surveys the shifting political landscape during this period as African American athletes increasingly
resisted being used in State Department propaganda and began to use sports to challenge continued
oppression.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Dustin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Globetrotting: African
American Athletes and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society). All type of book could you see on many
options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Michael Walker:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which you should start with. This Globetrotting: African American Athletes and Cold War
Politics (Sport and Society) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Globetrotting: African American Athletes and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society) your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Globetrotting: African American
Athletes and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society) giving you a different experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Wanda Sousa:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Globetrotting: African American Athletes
and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt
Globetrotting: African American Athletes and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society) as good book not
merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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