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The concept of 'social capital' is currently the focus of an explosion of interest in the research and policy
community. It refers to the social networks, informal structures and norms that facilitate individual and
collective action. This explosion of interest is driven by a growing body of evidence that social capital has
enormous effects on economic growth, health, crime and even the effectiveness and functioning of
governments.

David Halpern provides a guide through the many and sometimes confusing definitions of social capital. The
various literatures examining the empirical consequences of social capital are brought together from across
academic disciplines to demonstrate a remarkable range of effects. A model is then presented to account for
the causal pathways that create social capital, and that lead from social capital to its outcomes. International
evidence is used to establish whether social capital is on the decline, and the thorny question of whether
social capital can harm or exclude is also examined. Finally, the policy implications are considered,
including how social capital can be measured, created and utilized.

Social Capital offers an overview of one of the most important and exciting areas to emerge out of the social
sciences in many years. It assumes no previous knowledge of the literature or statistics, and will be of
interest to students and researchers in politics, sociology, social administration and social psychology and to
the general reader interested in finding out more about how social capital affects all our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Campbell:

The book Social Capital can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the good thing like a book Social Capital? Some of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book Social Capital has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

David Lucero:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Social Capital that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Social
Capital become your personal starter.

Sharron Marty:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Social Capital can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Carrie Hanks:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Social Capital was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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