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The Female Complaint is part of Lauren Berlant’s groundbreaking “national sentimentality” project charting
the emergence of the U.S. political sphere as an affective space of attachment and identification. In this book,
Berlant chronicles the origins and conventions of the first mass-cultural “intimate public” in the United
States, a “women’s culture” distinguished by a view that women inevitably have something in common and
are in need of a conversation that feels intimate and revelatory. As Berlant explains, “women’s” books,
films, and television shows enact a fantasy that a woman’s life is not just her own, but an experience
understood by other women, no matter how dissimilar they are. The commodified genres of intimacy, such
as “chick lit,” circulate among strangers, enabling insider self-help talk to flourish in an intimate public.
Sentimentality and complaint are central to this commercial convention of critique; their relation to the
political realm is ambivalent, as politics seems both to threaten sentimental values and to provide certain
opportunities for their extension.

Pairing literary criticism and historical analysis, Berlant explores the territory of this intimate public sphere
through close readings of U.S. women’s literary works and their stage and film adaptations. Her
interpretation of Uncle Tom’s Cabin and its literary descendants reaches from Harriet Beecher Stowe to Toni
Morrison’s Beloved, touching on Shirley Temple, James Baldwin, and The Bridges of Madison County along
the way. Berlant illuminates different permutations of the women’s intimate public through her readings of
Edna Ferber’s Show Boat; Fannie Hurst’s Imitation of Life; Olive Higgins Prouty’s feminist melodrama Now,
Voyager; Dorothy Parker’s poetry, prose, and Academy Award–winning screenplay for A Star Is Born; the
Fay Weldon novel and Roseanne Barr film The Life and Loves of a She-Devil; and the queer, avant-garde
film Showboat 1988–The Remake. The Female Complaint is a major contribution from a leading
Americanist.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Watkins:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book The Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of
Sentimentality in American Culture has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The Female Complaint: The Unfinished
Business of Sentimentality in American Culture is not only giving you more new information but also for
being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of Sentimentality
in American Culture. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Samuel Ware:

The book The Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in American Culture will bring
one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Female Complaint: The
Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in American Culture is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Suanne Barnwell:

The reason why? Because this The Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in
American Culture is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess
such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having
that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Timothy Kahle:

The Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in American Culture can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing The Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of Sentimentality in American
Culture nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.
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