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American schools are in a state of crisis.

At the root of our current perplexity, beneath the difficulties with funding, social problems, and low test
scores, festers a serious uncertainty as to what the focus and goals of education should be. We are
increasingly haunted by the suspicion that our educational theories and institutions have lost sight of the need
to perpetuate a core of moral and civic knowledge that is essential for any citizen's education, and indeed for
any individual's happiness. Mining the Founders' rich reflections on education, the Pangles suggest, can help
us recover a clearer sense of perspective and purpose.

With a commanding knowledge of the history of political philosophy, the authors illustrate how the Founders
both drew upon and transformed the ideas of earlier philosophers of education such as Plato, Xenophon,
Milton, Bacon, and Locke. They trace the emergence of a new American ideal of public education that puts
civic instruction at its core to sustain a high quality of leadership and public discourse while producing
resourceful, self-reliant members of a uniquely fluid society.

The Pangles also explore the wisdom and the weaknesses inherent in Jefferson's attempt to create a
comprehensive system of schooling that would educate parents and children and offer unprecedented
freedom of choice to university students. An original closing section examines the Founders' ideas for
bringing all aspects of society to bear on education. It also shows how Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin
presented their own lives as models for the education of others and analyzes the subtle, provocative moral
philosophy implicit in the self-depiction of each.

The Learning of Liberty is historical and scholarly yet relentlessly practical, seeking from the Founders
useful insights into the human soul and the character of good education. Even if the Founders do not provide
us with ready-made solutions to many of our problems, the Pangles suggest, a study of their writings can
give us a more realistic perspective, by teaching that our bewilderment is in some measure an outgrowth of
unresolved tensions embedded in the Founders' own conceptions of republicanism, religion, education, and
human nature.

"A marvelous work, full of learning and wisdom, certain to interest and enlighten its readers. The authors
raise the current discussion of the problems facing American education to a level that towers above the usual
topics. They ask what is education for and make a powerful case that in a democratic republic it must focus
on civic and moral questions. Their sympathetic and critical account of the ideas and lives of such men as
Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin is fascinating in itself and a superb way to illuminate the issues.
"—Donald Kagan, author of The Fall of the Athenian Empire and coauthor of The Western Heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Holt:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Learning of Liberty: The
Educational Ideas of the American Founders will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suitable book with you?

Marlene Childs:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book The Learning of Liberty: The Educational Ideas of the American Founders it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book provides high quality.

Sheila Donovan:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you is The
Learning of Liberty: The Educational Ideas of the American Founders this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Thomas Moss:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Learning of Liberty: The
Educational Ideas of the American Founders can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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