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The ancient Greeks and Romans lived in a world teeming with animals. Animals were integral to ancient
commerce, war, love, literature and art. Inside the city they were found as pets, pests, and parasites. They
could be sacred, sacrificed, liminal, workers, or intruders from the wild. Beyond the city domesticated
animals were herded and bred for profit and wild animals were hunted for pleasure and gain alike. Specialists
like Aristotle, Aelian, Pliny and Seneca studied their anatomy and behavior. Geographers and travelers
described new lands in terms of their animals. Animals are to be seen on every possible artistic medium,
woven into cloth and inlaid into furniture. They are the subject of proverbs, oaths and dreams. Magicians,
physicians and lovers turned to animals and their parts for their crafts. They paraded before kings, inhabited
palaces, and entertained the poor in the arena. Quite literally, animals pervaded the ancient world from A-Z.

In entries ranging from short to long, Kenneth Kitchell offers insight into this commonly overlooked world,
covering representative and intriguing examples of mammals, reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates.
Familiar animals such as the cow, dog, fox and donkey are treated along with more exotic animals such as
the babirussa, pangolin, and dugong. The evidence adduced ranges from Minoan times to the Late Roman
Empire and is taken from archaeology, ancient authors, inscriptions, papyri, coins, mosaics and all other
artistic media. Whenever possible reasoned identifications are given for ancient animal names and the
realities behind animal lore are brought forth. Why did the ancients think hippopotamuses practiced blood
letting on themselves? How do you catch a monkey? Why were hyenas thought to be hermaphroditic? Was
there really a vampire moth? Entries are accompanied by full citations to ancient authors and an extensive
bibliography.

Of use to Classics students and scholars, but written in a style designed to engage anyone interested in
Greco-Roman antiquity, Animals in the Ancient World from A to Z reveals the extent and importance of the
animal world to the ancient Greeks and Romans. It answers many questions, asks several more, and seeks to
stimulate further research in this important field.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Crider:

The book Animals in the Ancient World from A to Z can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Animals in the
Ancient World from A to Z? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Animals in the Ancient World from A to Z has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Zola Campbell:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Animals in the Ancient World from A to Z this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Raymond Hollander:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Animals in the Ancient World from A to Z
as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Animals in the Ancient World from A to Z to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like here.

Joseph Alderete:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Animals in the Ancient World
from A to Z to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Animals in the Ancient World from A to Z can to be



your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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