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In the world of hip-hop, "keeping it real" has always been a primary goal—and realness takes on special
meaning as rappers mold their images for street cred and increasingly measure authenticity by ghetto-centric
notions of "Who's badder?"

In this groundbreaking book, Jeffrey O. G. Ogbar celebrates hip-hop and confronts the cult of authenticity
that defines its essential character—that dictates how performers walk, talk, and express themselves
artistically and also influences the consumer market. Hip-Hop Revolution is a balanced cultural history that
looks past negative stereotypes of hip-hop as a monolith of hedonistic, unthinking noise to reveal its evolving
positive role within American society.

A writer who's personally encountered many of hip-hop's icons, Ogbar traces hip-hop's rise as a cultural
juggernaut, focusing on how it negotiates its own sense of identity. He especially explores the lyrical world
of rap as artists struggle to define what realness means in an art where class, race, and gender are central to
expressions of authenticity-and how this realness is articulated in a society dominated by gendered and
racialized stereotypes.

Ogbar also explores problematic black images, including minstrelsy, hip-hop's social milieu, and the artists'
own historical and political awareness. Ranging across the rap spectrum from the conscious hip-hop of Mos
Def to the gangsta rap of 50 Cent to the "underground" sounds of Jurassic 5 and the Roots, he tracks the
ongoing quest for a unique and credible voice to show how complex, contested, and malleable these codes of
authenticity are. Most important, Ogbar persuasively challenges widely held notions that hip-hop is socially
dangerous—to black youths in particular—by addressing the ways in which rappers critically view the
popularity of crime-focused lyrics, the antisocial messages of their peers, and the volatile politics of the word
"nigga."

Hip-Hop Revolution deftly balances an insider's love of the culture with a scholar's detached critique,
exploring popular myths about black educational attainment, civic engagement, crime, and sexuality. By
cutting to the bone of a lifestyle that many outsiders find threatening, Ogbar makes hip-hop realer than it's
ever been before.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Cleveland:

This Hip-Hop Revolution: The Culture and Politics of Rap (CultureAmerica) are reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Hip-Hop Revolution: The Culture and
Politics of Rap (CultureAmerica) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Hip-Hop Revolution: The Culture and Politics of Rap
(CultureAmerica) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ryan Pearson:

The book Hip-Hop Revolution: The Culture and Politics of Rap (CultureAmerica) has a lot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Angela Latham:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Hip-Hop Revolution: The Culture and Politics of Rap
(CultureAmerica) why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Naomi Harris:

This Hip-Hop Revolution: The Culture and Politics of Rap (CultureAmerica) is brand-new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this Hip-Hop Revolution: The Culture and Politics of Rap (CultureAmerica) can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in
the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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