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In this remarkable blend of memoir and criticism, James Wood, the noted contributor to the New Yorker, has
written a master class on the connections between fiction and life. He argues that of all the arts, fiction has a
unique ability to describe the shape of our lives and to rescue the texture of those lives from death and
historical oblivion. The act of reading is understood here as the most sacred and personal of activities, and
there are brilliant discussions of individual works—among others, Chekhov’s story “The Kiss,” The
Emigrants, by W. G. Sebald, and The Blue Flower, by Penelope Fitzgerald.

Wood reveals his own intimate relationship with the written word: we see the development of a boy from the
provinces growing up in a charged Christian environment, the secret joy of his childhood reading, the links
he draws between reading and blasphemy, or between literature and music. The final section discusses
fiction in the context of exile and homelessness. More than a tightly argued little book by a man commonly
regarded as our finest living critic, The Nearest Thing to Life is an exhilarating personal account that reflects
on, and embodies, the fruitful conspiracy between reader and writer (and critic), and asks us to reconsider
everything that is at stake when we read and write fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Green:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this The Nearest Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the Humanities) to
read.

David Fulton:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Nearest Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the Humanities) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The The Nearest Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the Humanities)
giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for
your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Heather Stewart:

The Nearest Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the Humanities) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Nearest Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the Humanities) although doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Richard Starkes:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the The Nearest Thing to Life (The Mandel Lectures in the Humanities) when you desired it?
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