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Botánicas is an exploration in text and photographs of spiritual shops found in Latino neighborhoods
throughout the United States. Readers discover these marvelous spaces and their alternative spiritualities that
help patrons cope with the grind and challenges of city life. Botánicas provide access to an array of invisible
powers and sell the ingredients to construct symbolic solutions to their patrons' problems. The stores are
bright and baroque, and the powers they invoke come from religious traditions in Africa, Europe, Asia, and
the native Americas. In Botánicas, Joseph M. Murphy offers a cultural history of the devotions on display
and a reflection on the efficacy of their powers to heal. Readers will come to see that the goods and
devotions of botánicas give their patrons--mostly Latino, often immigrants--pathways for empowerment and
transformation. The name botánicas comes from the "botanicals" for sale, herbs and plants with healing
powers. The pharmacopeia of botánicas can be vast, and owners may know hundreds of remedies for treating
problems of health, wealth, and love. Botánicas vend herbs for upset stomach, herbs for finding a job, and
herbs for wooing back a wayward spouse. Supplementing these medicinal and magical plants, botánicas sell
candles, holy statues, and tools for devotion to an array of spiritual powers--Catholic saints, African gods,
indigenous spirits, and Asian divinities. Each spirit has its own ritual of petition, and botánica owners can
discern the proper offerings and prayers to help the supplicant. Murphy explains the religions of the botánica
with subtlety and sensitivity. He gives readers a deep sense of the contexts of the stores and a sophisticated
analysis of the religious traditions that suffuse them. Visually fascinating, culturally rich, and religiously
profound, Botánicas is a window into a world of beauty and power.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and
Devotion in Urban America book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Carl Carrillo:

Typically the book Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America has a lot details on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after scanning this book.

Amber Tyson:

The book untitled Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice examine.

Raymond Augustus:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book
Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America. You can more pleasing than now.
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