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Asian Americans are often stereotyped as the “model minority.” Their sizeable presence at elite universities
and high household incomes have helped construct the narrative of Asian American “exceptionalism.” While
many scholars and activists characterize this as a myth, pundits claim that Asian Americans’ educational
attainment is the result of unique cultural values. In The Asian American Achievement Paradox, sociologists
Jennifer Lee and Min Zhou offer a compelling account of the academic achievement of the children of Asian
immigrants. Drawing on in-depth interviews with the adult children of Chinese immigrants and Vietnamese
refugees and survey data, Lee and Zhou bridge sociology and social psychology to explain how immigration
laws, institutions, and culture interact to foster high achievement among certain Asian American groups.

For the Chinese and Vietnamese in Los Angeles, Lee and Zhou find that the educational attainment of the
second generation is strikingly similar, despite the vastly different socioeconomic profiles of their immigrant
parents. Because immigration policies after 1965 favor individuals with higher levels of education and
professional skills, many Asian immigrants are highly educated when they arrive in the United States. They
bring a specific “success frame,” which is strictly defined as earning a degree from an elite university and
working in a high-status field. This success frame is reinforced in many local Asian communities, which
make resources such as college preparation courses and tutoring available to group members, including their
low-income members.

While the success frame accounts for part of Asian Americans’ high rates of achievement, Lee and Zhou also
find that institutions, such as public schools, are crucial in supporting the cycle of Asian American
achievement. Teachers and guidance counselors, for example, who presume that Asian American students
are smart, disciplined, and studious, provide them with extra help and steer them toward competitive
academic programs. These institutional advantages, in turn, lead to better academic performance and
outcomes among Asian American students. Yet the expectations of high achievement come with a cost: the
notion of Asian American success creates an “achievement paradox” in which Asian Americans who do not
fit the success frame feel like failures or racial outliers. While pundits ascribe Asian American success to the
assumed superior traits intrinsic to Asian culture, Lee and Zhou show how historical, cultural, and
institutional elements work together to confer advantages to specific populations. An insightful counter to
notions of culture based on stereotypes, The Asian American Achievement Paradox offers a deft and nuanced
understanding how and why certain immigrant groups succeed.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

The book The Asian American Achievement Paradox will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very suited to you. The book The Asian American Achievement Paradox is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Frank Monroe:

Precisely why? Because this The Asian American Achievement Paradox is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

You will get this The Asian American Achievement Paradox by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Michael Santiago:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The Asian American Achievement Paradox.
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