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ONE OF TIME’S TEN MOST IMPORTANT NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY
 
With its first great victory in the landmark Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board of Education in 1954,
the civil rights movement gained the powerful momentum it needed to sweep forward into its crucial decade,
the 1960s. As voices of protest and change rose above the din of history and false promises, one voice
sounded more urgently, more passionately, than the rest. Malcolm X—once called the most dangerous man
in America—challenged the world to listen and learn the truth as he experienced it. And his enduring
message is as relevant today as when he first delivered it.
 
In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally published in 1964, Malcolm X, the Muslim
leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells the extraordinary story of his life and the growth of the Black
Muslim movement to veteran writer and journalist Alex Haley . In a unique collaboration, Haley worked
with Malcolm X for nearly two years, interviewing, listening to, and understanding the most controversial
leader of his time.
 
Raised in Lansing, Michigan, Malcolm Little journeyed on a road to fame as astonishing as it was
unpredictable. Drifting from childhood poverty to petty crime, Malcolm found himself in jail. It was there
that he came into contact with the teachings of a little-known Black Muslim leader renamed Elijah
Muhammad. The newly renamed Malcolm X devoted himself body and soul to the teachings of Elijah
Muhammad and the world of Islam, becoming the Nation’s foremost spokesman. When his conscience
forced him to break with Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm founded the Organization of Afro-American Unity to
reach African Americans across the country with an inspiring message of pride, power, and self-
determination.
 
The Autobiography of Malcolm X defines American culture and the African American struggle for social and
economic equality that has now become a battle for survival. Malcolm’s fascinating perspective on the lies
and limitations of the American Dream, and the inherent racism in a society that denies its nonwhite citizens
the opportunity to dream, gives extraordinary insight into the most urgent issues of our own time.
 
The Autobiography of Malcolm X stands as the definitive statement of a movement and a man whose work
was never completed but whose message is timeless. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand America.
 
Praise for The Autobiography of Malcolm X
 
“Malcolm X’s autobiography seemed to offer something different. His repeated acts of self-creation spoke to
me; the blunt poetry of his words, his unadorned insistence on respect, promised a new and uncompromising
order, martial in its discipline, forged through sheer force of will.”—Barack Obama, Dreams from My
Father

“Extraordinary . . . a brilliant, painful, important book.”—The New York Times
 



“A great book . . . Its dead level honesty, its passion, its exalted purpose, will make it stand as a monument to
the most painful truth.”—The Nation
 
“The most important book I’ll ever read, it changed the way I thought, it changed the way I acted. It has
given me courage I didn’t know I had inside me. I’m one of hundreds of thousands whose lives were
changed for the better.”—Spike Lee
 
“This book will have a permanent place in the literature of the Afro-American struggle.”—I. F. Stone
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Barclay:

This The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex
Haley can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
types. Beside that this The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Willie Randolph:

The publication untitled The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex
Haley from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Rose Watkins:

This The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley is brand new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Autobiography
of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Cindy Mattis:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The
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