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"In the Amazon Basin the greatest violence sometimes begins as a flicker of light beyond the horizon. There
in the perfect bowl of the night sky, untouched by light from any human source, a thunderstorm sendsiits
premonitory signal and begins a slow journey to the observer, who thinks: the world is about to change.”
Watching from the edge of the Brazilian rain forest, witness to the sort of violence nature visits upon its
creatures, Edward O. Wilson reflects on the crucible of evolution, and so begins his remarkable account of
how the living world became diverse and how humans are destroying that diversity.

Wilson, internationally regarded as the dean of biodiversity studies, conducts us on atour through time,
traces the processes that create new speciesin bursts of adaptive radiation, and points out the cataclysmic
events that have disrupted evolution and diminished global diversity over the past 600 million years. The five
enormous natural blows to the planet (such as meteorite strikes and climatic changes) required 10 to 100
million years of evolutionary repair. The sixth great spasm of extinction on earth--caused this time entirely
by humans--may be the one that breaks the crucible of life. Wilson identifies this crisisin countless
ecosystems around the globe: coral reefs, grasslands, rain forests, and other natural habitats. Drawing on a
variety of examples such as the decline of bird populations in the United States, the extinction of many
species of freshwater fish in Africaand Asia, and the rapid disappearance of floraand fauna astherain
forests are cut down, he poignantly describes the death throes of the living world's diversity--projected to
decline as much as 20 percent by the year 2020.

All evidence marshaled here resonates through Wilson's tightly reasoned call for a spirit of stewardship over
the world's biological wealth. He makes a plea for specific actions that will enhance rather than diminish not
just diversity but the quality of life on earth. Cutting through the tangle of environmental issues that often
obscure the real concern, Wilson maintains that the era of confrontation between forces for the preservation
of nature and those for economic development is over; he convincingly drives home the point that both aims
can, and must, be integrated. Unparalleled in its range and depth, Wilson's masterwork is essential reading
for those who care about preserving the world biological variety and ensuring our planet's health.
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From reader reviews:
Frances L ockhart:

The book The Diversity of Lifewill bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Diversity of Lifeis much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jessie Henricks:

People livein this new day of lifestyle awaystry and and must have the extratime or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. Peopleis human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you haveread is
actualy The Diversity of Life.

Erika Yoon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Diversity of Life that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So, for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, itis
possible to pick The Diversity of Life become your current starter.

Floyd Brown:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by itsinclude may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Diversity of Life why because the great cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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