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Marriage is at the center of one of today's fiercest political debates. Activists argue about how to define it,
judges and legislators decide who should benefit from it, and scholars consider how the state should protect
those who are denied it. Few, however, ask whether the state should have anything to do with marriage in the
first place. In Untying the Knot, Tamara Metz addresses this crucial question, making a powerful argument
that marriage, like religion, should be separated from the state. Rather than defining or conferring marriage,
or relying on it to achieve legitimate public welfare goals, the state should create a narrow legal status that
supports all intimate caregiving unions. Marriage itself should be bestowed by those best suited to give it the
necessary ethical authority--religious groups and other kinds of communities. Divorcing the state from
marriage is dictated by nothing less than basic commitments to freedom and equality.

Tracing confusions about marriage to tensions at the heart of liberalism, Untying the Knot clarifies today's
debates about marriage by identifying and explaining assumptions hidden in widely held positions and
common practices. It shows that, as long as marriage and the state are linked, marriage will be a threat to
liberalism and the state will be a threat to marriage. An important and timely rethinking of the relationship
between marriage and the state, Untying the Knot will interest political theorists, legal scholars,
policymakers, sociologists, and anyone else who cares about the fate of marriage or liberalism.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Untying the Knot: Marriage, the
State, and the Case for Their Divorce to read.

John Valdez:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Untying the
Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce suitable to you? The book was written by popular
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their
Divorceis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Linda Harris:

Exactly why? Because this Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Paul Jackson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Untying the Knot:
Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for



every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State,
and the Case for Their Divorce become your starter.
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