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This book crystallizes and extends the important work Wiebe Bijker has done in the last decade to found a
full-scale theory of sociotechnical change that describes where technologies come from and how societies
deal with them. Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs integrates detailed case studies with theoretical
generalizations and political analyses to offer a fully rounded treatment both of the relations between
technology and society and of the issues involved in sociotechnical change.

The stories of the the safety bicycle, the first truly synthetic plastic, and the fluorescent light bulb -- each a
fascinating case study in itself -- reflect a cross section of time periods, engineering and scientific disciplines,
and economic, social, and political cultures. The bicycle story explores such issues as the role of changing
gender relationships in shaping a technology; the Bakelite story examines the ways in which social factors
intrude even in cases of seemingly pure chemistry and entrepreneurship; and the fluorescent bulb story offers
insights into the ways in which political and economic relationships can affect the form of a technology.

Bijker's method is to use these case studies to suggest theoretical concepts that serve as building blocks in a
more and more inclusive theory, which is then tested against further case studies. His main concern is to
create a basis for science, technology, and social change that uncovers the social roots of technology, making
it amenable to democratic politics.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and
Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) giving you one more experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now
let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Geraldine Noll:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs:
Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) that give your satisfaction preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Of Bicycles,
Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) become your starter.

Joseph Owens:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of
Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Opal Moffett:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs:



Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's notice.
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