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Perhaps no twentieth-century writer was so observant and graceful a chronicler of his times as Truman
Capote. Portraits and Observations is the first volume devoted solely to all the essays ever published by this
most beloved of writers. Included are such masterpieces of narrative nonfiction as “The Muses Are Heard”
and the short nonfiction novel “Handcarved Coffins,” as well as many long-out-of-print essays, including
portraits of Mae West, Humphrey Bogart, and Marilyn Monroe. From his travel sketches of Brooklyn, New
Orleans, and Hollywood, written when he was twenty-two, to the author’s last written words, composed the
day before his death in 1984, the recently discovered “Remembering Willa Cather,” Portraits and
Observations puts on display the full spectrum of Truman Capote’s brilliance. Certainly Capote was, as
Somerset Maugham famously called him, “a stylist of the first quality.” But as the pieces gathered here
remind us, he was also an artist of remarkable substance.

Praise for Portraits and Observations

NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE WASHINGTON POST BOOK WORLD

“A must-have treasure for Capote fans . . . These are delicious, dramatic, and tender nonfiction portraits and
tales.”
–NPR’s Morning Edition

“A wonderful volume . . . Nearly every page can be read with real pleasure. . . . No matter what his subject,
[Capote’s] canny, careful art gives it warm and breathing life”  
–The Washington Post Book World

“Every piece is a treasure. . . . Pages and pages of remarkably evocative, careful and well-observed prose
[delineate,] in a measured and elegant manner, one of the most remarkable American literary lives of the
twentieth century.”
–Jane Smiley, Los Angeles Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Olga Harrington:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Portraits and Observations: The Essays of
Truman Capote (Modern Library Paperbacks) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Emmaline Jett:

Precisely why? Because this Portraits and Observations: The Essays of Truman Capote (Modern Library
Paperbacks) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Paula Salas:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, and soon. The Portraits and Observations: The Essays of Truman Capote (Modern Library
Paperbacks) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

John Dussault:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book Portraits and Observations: The Essays of Truman Capote (Modern Library Paperbacks) we can
get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time
book Portraits and Observations: The Essays of Truman Capote (Modern Library Paperbacks). You can more
attractive than now.
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