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Over the centuries the starry night sky has inspired poets and scientists alike, and though the fruits of these
inspirations take very different forms, they often enrich each other. Acclaimed science writer David Levy,
the codiscoverer of Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9, has written this wonderful jewel of a book to celebrate the
complementary visions of human wonder and curiosity that are expressed in the separate disciplines of
poetry and astronomy.
Levy, known for his infectious enthusiasm, traces the works of the greatest poets-Shakespeare, Milton,
Keats, Shelley, and others-to show how they were influenced not only by the beauty of the heavens but by
their times, celestial events, and moreover by the discoveries of such great scientists as Copernicus, Galileo,
and Newton.
How strong is the connection between literature and science? Levy says, "To think that science and poetry
are two disciplines that are properly divorced from each other is to lose sight of what each is about and what
their common goal is. In their highest forms, both are avenues of inquiry into the human condition and its
relationship to the Universe. Knowing what that Universe is and how it is structured is fundamental to each."
The book culminates with Levy's eloquent reflections on the spectacular crash into the planet Jupiter of the
comet he discovered:
"It was the most conspicuous marking ever seen on another planet. By the end of impact week, Jupiter lay
bombarded with these dark clouds, markings that remained visible for almost a year. Thou too, O Comet
beautiful and fierce, Who drew the heart of this frail Universe Towards thine own; till, wrecked in that
convulsion, Alternating attraction and repulsion, Thine went astray and that was rent in twain; Oh, float into
our azure heaven again! - Percy Bysshe Shelley, Epipsychidion, 1821"
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lantz:

This book untitled Starry Night: Astronomers and Poets Read the Sky to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Norma Lorentzen:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read is usually Starry Night: Astronomers and Poets Read the Sky.

Beverly McClendon:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Starry Night: Astronomers and Poets
Read the Sky book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Starry Night: Astronomers
and Poets Read the Sky as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that
can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Gertrude Ponder:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Starry Night: Astronomers and Poets Read the Sky can give you
a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Starry Night: Astronomers and Poets Read the Sky.
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