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Why do some U.S. cities like Seattle and Boston impose social exactions and sustainability targets on private
investment while others like Las Vegas and Houston offer property tax and fee remissions to business,
tolerate environmentally hazardous activities such as oil drilling, and express skepticism even about
recycling mandates? The behavior of the former cities appears especially puzzling in view of globalization
processes that seemingly offer many more options to mobile capital and expose cities’ vulnerability to
private investment decisions.

Cultural Contradictions examines the paradoxical finding that some U.S. cities can impose burdensome
regulations and extract social and environmental contributions from the private sector despite an apparently
weak bargaining position. It usescultural change and the growth of non-traditional subcultures to
explain why cities adopt these progressive policies. Responding to the urban policy literature’s tendency to
prioritize economic considerations over other kinds of causal factors, the book demonstrates the joint impact
of culture and economics in encouraging policy outcomes which emphasize social justice, human rights, and
environmental sustainability in large U.S. cities.

The book makes several specific contributions to urban literature. First, it argues that cities in which
nontraditional cultural beliefs and practices thrive and which are strongly linked to dynamic economic
sectors such as information services, professional, scientific and technical services, financial services, and
education and health care services are especially likely to adopt progressive policies. It establishes this claim
using both statistical analysis of large-N city samples and a closer investigation of four case studies. Second,
it reveals how progressive policies are a plausible response to psychological concerns associated with
unconventional ways of life and the nature of postindustrial society. Finally, the book indicates how these
new ways of life and postindustrial economic sectors grow in mutually reinforcing ways in order to make
these policies acceptable to local economic elites and therefore favorable to the city’s future development.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Bowman:

This book untitled The Cultural Contradictions of Progressive Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the
Global Economy in Local Policymaking (Routledge Research in Urban Politics and Policy) to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Desmond Goforth:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely The Cultural Contradictions of Progressive Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the Global
Economy in Local Policymaking (Routledge Research in Urban Politics and Policy).

Bernard Lewis:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Cultural
Contradictions of Progressive Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the Global Economy in Local
Policymaking (Routledge Research in Urban Politics and Policy) will give you new experience in examining
a book.

Hermelinda Anthony:

Beside this kind of The Cultural Contradictions of Progressive Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the
Global Economy in Local Policymaking (Routledge Research in Urban Politics and Policy) in your phone, it
can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Cultural Contradictions of Progressive Politics:
The Role of Cultural Change and the Global Economy in Local Policymaking (Routledge Research in Urban
Politics and Policy) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you



don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it?
Find this book along with read it from right now!
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