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In this captivating yet troubling book, Ian Shapiro offers a searing indictment of many influential practices in
the social sciences and humanities today. Perhaps best known for his critique of rational choice theory,
Shapiro expands his purview here. In discipline after discipline, he argues, scholars have fallen prey to
inward-looking myopia that results from--and perpetuates--a flight from reality.

In the method-driven academic culture we inhabit, argues Shapiro, researchers too often make display and
refinement of their techniques the principal scholarly activity. The result is that they lose sight of the objects
of their study. Pet theories and methodological blinders lead unwelcome facts to be ignored, sometimes not
even perceived. The targets of Shapiro's critique include the law and economics movement, overzealous
formal and statistical modeling, various reductive theories of human behavior, misguided conceptual analysis
in political theory, and the Cambridge school of intellectual history.

As an alternative to all of these, Shapiro makes a compelling case for problem-driven social research, rooted
in a realist philosophy of science and an antireductionist view of social explanation. In the lucid--if biting--
prose for which Shapiro is renowned, he explains why this requires greater critical attention to how problems
are specified than is usually undertaken. He illustrates what is at stake for the study of power, democracy,
law, and ideology, as well as in normative debates over rights, justice, freedom, virtue, and community.
Shapiro answers many critics of his views along the way, securing his position as one of the distinctive social
and political theorists of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what type you should start with. This The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Walter Son:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences book is readable by means
of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences content conveys objective easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Barbara Folsom:

The book untitled The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

James Stevens:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences or perhaps
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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