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Fifty years after President Dwight D. Eisenhower ordered troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, to enforce a
federal court order desegregating the city's Central High School, a leading authority on Eisenhower presents
an original and engrossing narrative that places Ike and his civil rights policies in dramatically new light.

Historians such as Stephen Ambrose and Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., have portrayed Eisenhower as aloof, if not
outwardly hostile, to the plight of African-Americans in the 1950s. It is still widely assumed that he opposed
the Supreme Court's landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision mandating the desegregation of
public schools, that he deeply regretted appointing Earl Warren as the Court's chief justice because of his
role in molding Brown, that he was a bystander in Congress's passage of the civil rights acts of 1957 and
1960, and that he so mishandled the Little Rock crisis that he was forced to dispatch troops to rescue a failed
policy.

In this sweeping narrative, David A. Nichols demonstrates that these assumptions are wrong. Drawing on
archival documents neglected by biographers and scholars, including thousands of pages newly available
from the Eisenhower Presidential Library, Nichols takes us inside the Oval Office to look over Ike's shoulder
as he worked behind the scenes, prior to Brown, to desegregate the District of Columbia and complete the
desegregation of the armed forces. We watch as Eisenhower, assisted by his close collaborator, Attorney
General Herbert Brownell, Jr., sifted through candidates for federal judgeships and appointed five pro-civil
rights justices to the Supreme Court and progressive judges to lower courts. We witness Eisenhower crafting
civil rights legislation, deftly building a congressional coalition that passed the first civil rights act in eighty-
two years, and maneuvering to avoid a showdown with Orval Faubus, the governor of Arkansas, over
desegregation of Little Rock's Central High.

Nichols demonstrates that Eisenhower, though he was a product of his time and its backward racial attitudes,
was actually more progressive on civil rights in the 1950s than his predecessor, Harry Truman, and his
successors, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson. Eisenhower was more a man of deeds than of words and
preferred quiet action over grandstanding. His cautious public rhetoric -- especially his legalistic response to
Brown -- gave a misleading impression that he was not committed to the cause of civil rights. In fact,
Eisenhower's actions laid the legal and political groundwork for the more familiar breakthroughs in civil
rights achieved in the 1960s.

Fair, judicious, and exhaustively researched, A Matter of Justice is the definitive book on Eisenhower's civil
rights policies that every presidential historian and future biographer of Ike will have to contend with.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled A Matter of Justice: Eisenhower and the Beginning of the Civil Rights
Revolution. Try to face the book A Matter of Justice: Eisenhower and the Beginning of the Civil Rights
Revolution as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jodie Kahl:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide A Matter of Justice:
Eisenhower and the Beginning of the Civil Rights Revolution will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading
the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Arthur Johnson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually A Matter of Justice: Eisenhower and the Beginning of the Civil Rights Revolution.

Phyllis Thompson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. A Matter of Justice: Eisenhower and the Beginning of the Civil Rights Revolution can be your answer
because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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