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Living in one of the world’s most volatile regions, the people of the Balkans have witnessed unrelenting
political, economic, and social upheaval. In response, many have looked to building communities, both
psychologically and materially, as a means of survival in the wake of crumbling governments and states. The
foundational structures of these communities often center on the concept of individual sacrifice for the good
of the whole. Many communities, however, are hijacked by restrictive ideologies, turning them into a model
of intolerance and exclusion.

In The Sacrificed Body, Tatjana Aleksic examines the widespread use of the sacrificial metaphor in cultural
texts and its importance to sustaining communal ideologies in the Balkan region. Aleksic further relates the
theme to the sanctioning of ethnic cleansing, rape, and murder in the name of homogeneity and collective
identity. Aleksic begins her study with the theme of the immurement of a live female body in the foundation
of an important architectural structure, a trope she finds in texts from all over the Balkans. The male builders
performing the sacrificial act have been called by a higher power who will ensure the durability of the
structure and hence the patriarchal community as a whole.

In numerous examples ranging from literature to film and performance art, Aleksic views the theme of
sacrifice and its relation to exclusion based on gender, race, class, sexuality, religion, or politics for the sake
of community building. According to Aleksic, the sacrifice narrative becomes most prevalent during times of
crisis brought on by wars, weak governments, foreign threats, or even globalizing tendencies. Because crisis
justifies the very existence of restrictive communities, communalist ideology thrives on its perpetuation.
They exist in a symbiotic relationship. Aleksic also acknowledges the emancipatory potential of a genuine
community, after it has shaken off its ideological character.

Aleksic employs cultural theory, sociological analysis, and human rights studies to expose a historical
narrative that is predominant regionally, if not globally. As she determines, in an era of both Western and
non-Western neoliberalism, elitist hegemony will continue to both threaten and bolster communities along
with their segregationist tactics.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Dawson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Sacrificed Body: Balkan Community Building and the Fear of
Freedom (Pitt Russian East European). Try to make book The Sacrificed Body: Balkan Community Building
and the Fear of Freedom (Pitt Russian East European) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Antonia Parham:

The book The Sacrificed Body: Balkan Community Building and the Fear of Freedom (Pitt Russian East
European) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Sacrificed Body: Balkan Community Building
and the Fear of Freedom (Pitt Russian East European)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book The Sacrificed Body: Balkan Community Building and the Fear of Freedom
(Pitt Russian East European) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Haley:

Typically the book The Sacrificed Body: Balkan Community Building and the Fear of Freedom (Pitt Russian
East European) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The
Sacrificed Body: Balkan Community Building and the Fear of Freedom (Pitt Russian East European) is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Rena Campbell:

Typically the book The Sacrificed Body: Balkan Community Building and the Fear of Freedom (Pitt Russian
East European) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this
book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.
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