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Using his method of approaching Bible passages from an unusual angle or a unique starting point, J.
Ellsworth Kalas presents new insight into the beatitudes, Jesus’ blessings from the Sermon on the Mount.

When we start examining the beatitudes we realize that in Jesus’ view, happiness is not something we get by
pursuing it; indeed, almost the contrary. We are told that we will be happy—or blessed, if you prefer—in
what appears to be the near antithesis of happiness. If we choose to live by the beatitudes, we make a
declaration of dependence. We put ourselves into bondage to such things as poverty of spirit, purity of heart,
and a readiness for persecution. This isn’t the sort of product they advertise on prime-time television; indeed,
I’m not sure that it appears overly often in our prime-time worship services. That is because this is not a
spiritual quick fix. It doesn’t come in a five-easy-lessons capsule. Instead, it is largely contrary to the way we
live and to the way we think.

Before we go any further, however, let me say that over the past twenty centuries a very great many people
have found in these beatitudes a depth of peace and joy beyond anything our common culture promotes and
seeks. But it isn’t easy, and it isn’t obvious. There’s nothing easy or soft about this kind of dependence.
Rather, it is an attitude that demands a huge store of courage. It’s the kind of dependence the trapeze artist
displays when he or she lets go of the bar and with no safety net awaiting, flies off into space, trusting.

Welcome to the beatitudes. And may you be eternally happy, beginning now.

—adapted from the introduction
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can do
that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of Beatitudes From the Back Side: A Different Take on What It
Means to be Blessed to read.

Raymond Blalock:

The e-book with title Beatitudes From the Back Side: A Different Take on What It Means to be Blessed
contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind
of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Sandra Castillo:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Beatitudes From the Back Side: A
Different Take on What It Means to be Blessed that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Beatitudes From the Back Side: A
Different Take on What It Means to be Blessed become your current starter.

Anthony Jones:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Beatitudes From the Back Side: A Different Take on What It Means to be Blessed
was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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