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In Colonizing Paradise, historian Jefferson Dillman charts the broad spectrum of sentiments that British
citizens and travelers held regarding their colonial possessions in the West Indies. Myriad fine degrees of
ambivalence separated extreme views of the region as an idyllic archipelago or a nest of Satanic entrapments.
Dillman shows the manner in which these authentic or spontaneous depictions of the environment were
shaped to form a narrative that undergirded Britain’s economic and political aims in the region.
 
Because British sentiments in the Caribbean located danger and evil not just in indigenous populations but in
Spanish Catholics as well, Dillman’s work begins with the arrival of Spanish explorers and conquistadors.
Colonizing Paradise spans the arrival of English ships and continues through the early nineteenth century
and the colonial era. Dillman shows how colonial entrepreneurs, travelers, and settlers engaged in a
disquieted dialogue with the landscape itself, a dialogue the examination of which sheds fresh light on the
culture of the Anglophone colonial Caribbean.
 
Of particular note are the numerous mythical, metaphorical, and biblical lenses through which Caribbean
landscapes were viewed, from early views of the Caribbean landscape as a New World paradise to later
depictions of the landscape as a battleground between the forces of Christ and Satan. The ideal of an Edenic
landscape persisted, but largely, Dillman argues, as one that needed to be wrested from the forces of
darkness, principally through the work of colonization, planting, cataloguing, and a rational ordering of the
environment.
 
Ultimately, although planters and their allies continued to promote pastoral and picturesque views of the
Caribbean landscape, the goal of such narratives was to rationalize British rule as well as to mask and
obscure emerging West Indian problems such as diseases, slavery, and rebellions. Colonizing Paradise offers
much to readers interested in Caribbean, British, and colonial history.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Corbett:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Colonizing Paradise: Landscape and Empire in the British West
Indies (Atlantic Crossings) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Colonizing Paradise: Landscape and Empire in the
British West Indies (Atlantic Crossings) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking
Colonizing Paradise: Landscape and Empire in the British West Indies (Atlantic Crossings) is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Lisa Haight:

Typically the book Colonizing Paradise: Landscape and Empire in the British West Indies (Atlantic
Crossings) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

James Sirois:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be learn. Colonizing
Paradise: Landscape and Empire in the British West Indies (Atlantic Crossings) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Brenda Villa:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Colonizing Paradise: Landscape and Empire in the British West Indies (Atlantic Crossings) this book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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