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Saloons, barrooms, honky-tonks, or watering holes—by whatever name, they are part of the mythology of
the American West, and their stories are cocktails of legend and fact, as Richard Selcer, David Bowser,
Nancy Hamilton, and Chuck Parsons demonstrate in these entertaining and informative accounts of four
legendary Texas establishments.

In most Western communities, the first saloon was built before the first church, and the drinking
establishments far outnumbered the religious ones. Beyond their obvious functions, saloons served as
community centers, polling places, impromptu courtrooms, and public meeting halls. The authors of this
volume discuss both the social and operational aspects of the businesses: who the owners were, what drinks
were typically served, the democratic ethos that reigned at the bars, the troubling issues of social segregation
by race and gender within each establishment, and the way order was maintained—if it was at all.

Here, the spotlight is thrown on four saloons that were legends in their day: Jack Harris’s Saloon and
Vaudeville Theater in San Antonio, Ben Dowell’s Saloon in El Paso, the Iron Front of Austin, and the White
Elephant of Fort Worth. Together with architectural renderings of the floor plans and old photographs of the
establishments and some of their more famous customers, the history of each is woven into the history of its
city. Fatal shootings are recounted, and forms of entertainment are described with care and verve.

One of this book’s most fascinating aspects is the sharp detail that brings to life the malodorous, smoky
interiors and the events that took place there. Selcer and his co-authors are experts on their respective
watering holes. They start with the origins of each establishment and follow their stories until the last drink
was served and the places closed down for good. There are stops along the way to consider the construction
of the ornate bars, the suppliers of the liquor served, the attire of the gentlemen gamblers, the variety of
casino games that emptied men’s pockets, and more. Through the wealth of detail and the animated
narrative, a crucial part of Texas’ Western heritage becomes immediately accessible to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Natal:

The book with title Legendary Watering Holes: The Saloons that Made Texas Famous (Clayton Wheat
Williams Texas Life Series) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Patricia Rhee:

The reason why? Because this Legendary Watering Holes: The Saloons that Made Texas Famous (Clayton
Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again
or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such
as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Craig Harrison:

The book untitled Legendary Watering Holes: The Saloons that Made Texas Famous (Clayton Wheat
Williams Texas Life Series) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You
can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Beverly Barber:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Legendary Watering
Holes: The Saloons that Made Texas Famous (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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