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A passionate plea to preserve and renew public education, The Death and Life of the Great American School
System is a radical change of heart from one of America’s best-known education experts.

Diane Ravitch—former assistant secretary of education and a leader in the drive to create a national
curriculum—examines her career in education reform and repudiates positions that she once staunchly
advocated. Drawing on over forty years of research and experience, Ravitch critiques today’s most popular
ideas for restructuring schools, including privatization, standardized testing, punitive accountability, and the
feckless multiplication of charter schools. She shows conclusively why the business model is not an
appropriate way to improve schools. Using examples from major cities like New York, Philadelphia,
Chicago, Denver, and San Diego, Ravitch makes the case that public education today is in peril.

Ravitch includes clear prescriptions for improving America’s schools:

leave decisions about schools to educators, not politicians or businessmen●

devise a truly national curriculum that sets out what children in every grade should be learning●

expect charter schools to educate the kids who need help the most, not to compete with public schools●

pay teachers a fair wage for their work, not “merit pay” based on deeply flawed and unreliable test scores●

encourage family involvement in education from an early age●

The Death and Life of the Great American School System is more than just an analysis of the state of play of
the American education system. It is a must-read for any stakeholder in the future of American schooling.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Dawson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Death and Life of the Great American
School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education guide written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and
Choice Are Undermining Education as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.

John Davis:

This The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining
Education is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having bit of digest in reading this The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How
Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which
is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Samuel Brown:

You can get this The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Eva Sexton:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just like



newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining
Education when you necessary it?
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