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Sitting on the beach on a sunny summer day, we enjoy the steady advance and retreat of the waves. In the
water, enthusiastic waders jump and shriek with pleasure when a wave hits them. But where do these waves
come from? How are they formed and why do they break on the shore? In Waves, Fredric Raichlen traces the
evolution of waves, from their generation in the deep ocean to their effects on the coast. He explains, in a
way that is readily understandable to nonscientists, both the science of waves themselves and the technology
that can be used to protect us against their more extreme forms, including hurricanes and tsunamis. After
offering a basic definition of waves and explaining the mechanics of wind-wave generation, Raichlen
describes how waves travel, how they shoal (rise), how they break, and how they transform in other ways.
He goes on to describe, among other things, the complicated sun-Earth-moon combinations that create
astronomical tides (the high and low tides that occur daily and predictably); the effects of waves on the
beach, including rip currents and beach erosion, and on harbors and shipping; and the building of
breakwaters to protect harbors and bays. He discusses hurricanes, storm surges, and hurricane-generated
waves. He offers a brief history of tsunamis, including Sumatra's in 2004 and Japan's in 2011, and explains
the mechanisms that generate them (including earthquakes, landslides, and volcanoes). Waves can be little
ripples that lap peacefully at the shore or monstrous tsunamis that destroy everything in their paths.
Describing the science underlying this astonishing variety, Waves offers a different kind of beach reading.
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series).
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new
book Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series). You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Larry Munoz:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The e-book Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Waves (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Sara Kelly:

This book untitled Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Jeri McKeen:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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