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The geography of American retail has changed dramatically since the first luxurious department stores
sprang up in nineteenth-century cities. Introducing light, color, and music to dry-goods emporia, these
"palaces of consumption" transformed mere trade into occasions for pleasure and spectacle. Through the
early twentieth century, department stores remained centers of social activity in local communities. But after
World War II, suburban growth and the ubiquity of automobiles shifted the seat of economic prosperity to
malls and shopping centers. The subsequent rise of discount big-box stores and electronic shopping
accelerated the pace at which local department stores were shuttered or absorbed by national chains. But as
the outpouring of nostalgia for lost downtown stores and historic shopping districts would indicate, these
vibrant social institutions were intimately connected to American political, cultural, and economic identities.

The first national study of the department store industry, From Main Street to Mall traces the changing
economic and political contexts that transformed the American shopping experience in the twentieth century.
With careful attention to small-town stores as well as glamorous landmarks such as Marshall Field's in
Chicago and Wanamaker's in Philadelphia, historian Vicki Howard offers a comprehensive account of the
uneven trajectory that brought about the loss of locally identified department store firms and the rise of
national chains like Macy's and J. C. Penney. She draws on a wealth of primary source evidence to
demonstrate how the decisions of consumers, government policy makers, and department store industry
leaders culminated in today's Wal-Mart world. Richly illustrated with archival photographs of the nation's
beloved downtown business centers, From Main Street to Mall shows that department stores were more than
just places to shop.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the
American Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society). You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book From Main Street to
Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society). You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Fredrick Alfred:

This From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American Department Store (American Business,
Politics, and Society) are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of
this From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American Department Store (American Business,
Politics, and Society) can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American Department
Store (American Business, Politics, and Society) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Beverly Ingram:

The guide with title From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of the American Department Store
(American Business, Politics, and Society) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get
a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Helen Tate:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this From Main Street to Mall: The Rise
and Fall of the American Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society) e-book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for



eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation From Main Street to Mall: The Rise and Fall of
the American Department Store (American Business, Politics, and Society) as good book not just by the
cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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