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A century and a half after the publication of Origin of Species, evolutionary thinking has expanded beyond
the field of biology to include virtually all human-related subjects?anthropology, archeology, psychology,
economics, religion, morality, politics, culture, and art. Now a distinguished scholar offers the first
comprehensive account of the evolutionary origins of art and storytelling. Brian Boyd explains why we tell
stories, how our minds are shaped to understand them, and what difference an evolutionary understanding of
human nature makes to stories we love.

Art is a specifically human adaptation, Boyd argues. It offers tangible advantages for human survival, and it
derives from play, itself an adaptation widespread among more intelligent animals. More particularly, our
fondness for storytelling has sharpened social cognition, encouraged cooperation, and fostered creativity.

After considering art as adaptation, Boyd examines Homer’s Odyssey and Dr. Seuss’s Horton Hears a Who!
demonstrating how an evolutionary lens can offer new understanding and appreciation of specific works.
What triggers our emotional engagement with these works? What patterns facilitate our responses? The need
to hold an audience’s attention, Boyd underscores, is the fundamental problem facing all storytellers.
Enduring artists arrive at solutions that appeal to cognitive universals: an insight out of step with
contemporary criticism, which obscures both the individual and universal. Published for the bicentenary of
Darwin’s birth and the 150th anniversary of the publication of Origin of Species, Boyd’s study embraces a
Darwinian view of human nature and art, and offers a credo for a new humanism.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Parker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and
Fiction. Try to make the book On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction as your pal. It
means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Evelyn Spencer:

The e-book untitled On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a
person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Sam Richey:

You can find this On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Dale Moore:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and
Fiction was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book On the Origin of Stories:
Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book
in your case and try to like reading this.
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