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ABOUT THE BOOK

Someone I worked for once said to me, “there is a difference between your sphere of influence and your
sphere of concern.”

That's the challenge of Thomas Friedman's “The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization” ?
to grasp the awesome power of globalization while still living decidedly local lives. At least most of us do. I
do. Or at least I did.

Mr. Friedman has a huge wealth of stories to tell. His ability to weave together a stream of anecdotes into
circumstantial evidence is impressive. Without using charts, or graphs, or abstract economic concepts, he
makes a convincing case that “Globalization” is real. It's here to stay and we better get used to it.

I agree. We better get used to it. In a relatively short time the world has gone from telegraph to telephone to
Internet. Combine that with sophisticated supply chains that deliver goods in a matter of hours instead of
weeks or months, and you have today's market place.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Scott Charles has over a decade's worth of experience as a research analyst. Scott spent 11 years at a Fortune
500 company providing research and analytical services to marketing teams, product managers, R&D staff,
and executives. His specialty is doing comprehensive deep dives to support ideation processes, identifying
business opportunities, market analysis and business development.

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

Thomas Friedman's object in The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization is to provide a
framework for understanding “globalization” as an international system. Globalization, according to
Friedman, is the sum total of all the various economic interests of everybody in the world. These interests are
not bound by national borders, or by any particular cultural barrier. The simple clarity of the Cold War (e.g.,
US vs. Soviet Union) has been replaced by something more complex.

Everybody is pro-globalization to the extent they benefit, and against globalization to the extent it damages
their interests. The conflict therefore is about power: who has it, who wants it, and how much is it worth.
Sometimes power in measured in money, sometimes in political or cultural control. Friedman knows all this,
and his narrative has a few well placed caveats.

The problem is in sorting out all the various dynamics. Friedman doesn't actually set out to sort everything
out, he attempts to define what is going on in the broadest sense.



Simply put, globalization can be understood as the combination of advanced communications technology
and supply chain management. The ideas here are nothing new: the telegraph and the Erie Canal had the
same impact. A few years later, the telephone and the Panama Canal had an even bigger impact.

What's new this time around is the enormous interconnectedness of it all. The human dynamic tensions have
not changed, but the speed at which the interactions happen, and the scope, is way larger. And in this new
world, individuals have more power.

Because the Internet changes everything.

Buy a copy to keep reading!
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From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because
just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Quicklet On Thomas Friedman's
The Lexus and the Olive Tree to read.

Debbie Jones:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Quicklet On Thomas Friedman's The Lexus and the Olive Tree
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Cornell Warren:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Quicklet On Thomas
Friedman's The Lexus and the Olive Tree which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.

Carlos Callahan:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Quicklet On Thomas Friedman's The Lexus
and the Olive Tree was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Quicklet
On Thomas Friedman's The Lexus and the Olive Tree has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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