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Funerary practices have long been a classic topic of anthropological inquiry, which has tended to focus on
death ritual s as expressions and reinforcers of community ties and values. In this book, the author looks at
funerals as an urban business, based on her fieldwork at alarge Japanese funeral company. Her central theme
is the progressive commercialization of what once were primarily religious rituals.

The book depicts the process of contemporary Japanese funerals, the practices of those who provide
commercial funeral services, and the motivations and behavior of the mourners who purchase those services.
In so doing, it examines the role of funeral companies in shaping Japanese cultural practices and changing an
important aspect of Japanese society.

The author addresses several related questions: What cultural changes accompanied the shift from traditional
community funeral ritualsto commercial funeral services? How did the mass consumption of commercial
funerals produce cultural homogeneity while allowing for differencesin individual services? How does the
marketing of professional funeral services mediate changing cultural values? How have commercia services
served to objectify changing concepts of dying, death, and the deceased in contemporary Japan?

The author demonstrates that the funeral industry, the purchasers of funeral services, and Japanese values
surrounding death are mutually dependent and are responsible for supporting, representing, and transforming
cultural practices. Throughout, the author relates vivid and often moving details and anecdotesto lend a
personal element to her study of the commodification of death in Japan.
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From reader reviews:
Eugene Glover:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for awhileisreading. Y eah, by
reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry
in Contemporary Japan book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Frances Savage:

Here thing why that The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of al reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in
Contemporary Japan giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no publication that similar with The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan in e-book can be your
aternative.

Clarence McK eever:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in
Contemporary Japan is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Raobert Shelby:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry
in Contemporary Japan to make your reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading expertiseis
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to seeit and
mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It isto be first opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary
Japan can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing



of thesetime.
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