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Lightning has evoked a numinous response as well as powerful timeless references and symbols among
ancient religions throughout the world. Thunder and lightning have also taken on various symbolic
manifestations, some representing primary deities, as in the case of Zeus and Jupiter in the Greco/Roman
tradition, and Thor in Norse myth. Similarly, lightning veneration played an important role to the ancient
civilizations of Mesoamerica and Andean South America. Lightning veneration and the religious cults and
their associated rituals represent to varying degrees a worship of nature and the forces that shape the natural
world. The inter-relatedness of the cultural and natural environment is related to what may be called a
widespread cultural perception of the natural world as sacred, a kind of mythic landscape. Comparative
analysis of the Andes and Mesoamerica has been a recurring theme recently in part because two of the areas
of "high civilization" in the Americas have much in common despite substantial ecological differences, and
in part because there is some evidence, of varying quality, that some people had migrated from one area to
the other.

Lightning in the Andes and Mesoamerica is the first ever study to explore the symbolic elements surrounding
lightning in their associated Pre-Columbian religious ideologies. Moreover, it extends its examination to
contemporary culture to reveal how cultural perceptions of the sacred, their symbolic representations and
ritual practices, and architectural representations in the landscape were conjoined in the ancient past.
Ethnographic accounts and ethnohistoric documents provide insights through first-hand accounts that
broaden our understanding of levels of syncretism since the European contact. The interdisciplinary research
presented herein also provides a basis for tracing back Pre-Columbian manifestations of lightning its
associated religious beliefs and ritual practices, as well as its mythological, symbolic, iconographic, and
architectural representations to earlier civilizations. This unique study will be of great interest to scholars of
Pre-Columbian South and Mesoamerica, and will stimulate future comparative studies by archaeologists and
anthropologists.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

The knowledge that you get from Lightning in the Andes and Mesoamerica: Pre-Columbian, Colonial, and
Contemporary Perspectives is the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Lightning in the
Andes and Mesoamerica: Pre-Columbian, Colonial, and Contemporary Perspectives giving you joy feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Lightning in the Andes and
Mesoamerica: Pre-Columbian, Colonial, and Contemporary Perspectives instantly.

Agnes Henson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Lightning in the Andes and Mesoamerica: Pre-Columbian, Colonial,
and Contemporary Perspectives why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Lynn Gowen:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top checklist in your reading list is Lightning in the Andes and Mesoamerica: Pre-
Columbian, Colonial, and Contemporary Perspectives. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get
many advantages.

Ruby Pritchett:

You can obtain this Lightning in the Andes and Mesoamerica: Pre-Columbian, Colonial, and Contemporary
Perspectives by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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