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On September 13, 1912, the day of Emperor Meiji's funeral, General Nogi Maresuke committed ritual
suicide by seppuku (disembowelment). The revered military hero's wife joined in his act of junshi
("following one's lord into death"). The violence of their double suicide shocked the nation. Doris Bargen, in
the first half of her book, demonstrates that the deeper significance of Nogi's action must be sought in his
personal history, enmeshed as it was in the tumultuous politics of the Meiji period. In the second half of
"Suicidal Honor", Bargen turns to the extraordinary influence of the Nogis' deaths on two of Japan's greatest
writers, Mori Ogai and Natsume Soseki. Ogai's historical fiction is a profound meditation on the significance
of ritual suicide in a time of historical transition. The protagonist of Kokoro, Soseki's masterpiece, refers to
the general's junshi before taking his own life. Scholars routinely mention this reference, but Bargen
demonstrates the ways in which Soseki's agonized response to Nogi's suicide structures the entire novel. By
exploring the historical and literary legacies of Nogi, Ogai, and Soseki from an interdisciplinary perspective,
"Suicidal Honor" illuminates Japan's prolonged and painful transition from the idealized heroic world of
samurai culture to the mundane anxieties of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Byrd:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled
Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume Soseki? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Daniel McDonald:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has several
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do that. You
must know how great and also important the book Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori
Ogai And Natsume Soseki. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Lawrence Seay:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume
Soseki book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer associated with Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume
Soseki content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Suicidal Honor: General Nogi
And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume Soseki is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Duane Vega:

The ability that you get from Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume
Soseki will be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And
the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume Soseki giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this Suicidal Honor: General Nogi And the Writings of Mori Ogai And Natsume
Soseki instantly.
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