
Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in
the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in

China)
Bradly Reed

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0804737584
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0804737584
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0804737584


Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing
Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in China)

Bradly Reed

Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in
China) Bradly Reed
For commoners in the Qing dynasty, the most salient agents of the imperial state were not the emperor's
appointed officials but rather the clerks and runners of the county yamen, the lowest level of functionaries in
the Qing state's administrative hierarchy. Yet until now we have known very little about these critically
important persons beyond the caricatured portrayals of corruption and venality left by Qing high officials and
elites.

Drawing from the rich archival records of Ba county, Sichuan, the author challenges the simplicity of these
portrayals by taking us inside the county yamen to provide the first detailed look at local administrative
practice from the perspective of those who actually carried it out. Who were the county clerks and runners?
How were they recruited, organized, disciplined, and rewarded? What was the economic basis for a career in
the yamen? How did clerks and runners view themselves as well as legitimize their role in Qing government?
And what impact did their interests and practices have on symbolically laden elements of imperial
government such as the magistrate's court?

In addressing these questions, the author traverses the disjuncture between statutory regulations and the
realities of daily administrative practice, uncovering a realm of informal, semiautonomous, yet highly
structured and even rationalized procedures. Although frequently in violation of formal law, this extra-
statutory system nevertheless remained an irreducible component of local government under the Qing.
Recognizing the centrality of such informal practice to yamen administration forces us to rethink not only
traditional assumptions concerning local corruption in the Qing, but also the ways in which we conceptualize
the boundaries between state and society in late imperial China.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Robinette:

In other case, little folks like to read book Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing
Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in China). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners
in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in China). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Donald Diaz:

The guide with title Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and
Culture in China) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read
this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Tania Hansen:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in China)
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for
but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one
application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Talons and Teeth:
County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in China) giving you another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Tanya Wilson:

Beside this kind of Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and
Culture in China) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Talons and Teeth: County Clerks and
Runners in the Qing Dynasty (Law, Society, and Culture in China) because this book offers to your account



readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from currently!
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