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Best known in recent history for Lady Diana Spencer, who became the Princess of Wales when she married
Prince Charles in 1981, the Spencer family has had close ties to English royalty for at least 500 years.
Indeed, Diana's grandfather claimed that "the word Spencer derives from the Norman word for Steward, or
Head of Household: 'Despenser,'" and that their ancestor was steward to the household of William the
Conqueror in 1066. While historians have debated both sides of this particular family legend, it is
indisputable that from the early 16th century Diana's forebears had moved beyond their origins as sheep
farmers to forge intimate connections with the English court.

In addition to generations of Spencer barons, earls, and dukes, there were politicians and poets, courtiers and
clerics, soldiers and scoundrels. There was an earlier Lady Diana Spencer, who nearly married the Prince of
Wales in 1730 and who, like the modern Diana, died tragically young. Sir Winston Churchill was a Spencer;
for generations his family name was hyphenated as Spencer-Churchill. The history of the family is alive with
many other fascinating characters: from Henry Spencer, who gave Charles I the astonishing sum of £10,000
on the eve of the Civil War; through the scandalous society beauty Georgiana Devonshire, daughter of the
first Countess Spencer, who sold her kisses for votes in favor of Charles James Fox; to George John, the
Second Earl, owner of the greatest private library in Europe and patron of Horatio Nelson.

In many ways the story of the Spencer family is really the story of England-or at least of the English
aristocracy. Using archives and documents previously unavailable and incorporating his personal
experiences of the family, Charles Spencer offers a fascinating, rich, and illuminating social history.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

The book The Spencers: A Personal History of an English Family gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The
Spencers: A Personal History of an English Family to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like wide open and read a e-book The Spencers: A Personal History of an English Family. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Christopher Ray:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Spencers: A Personal History of an English
Family to read.

Kathryn Kern:

This The Spencers: A Personal History of an English Family book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
This The Spencers: A Personal History of an English Family without we realize teach the one who looking at
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Spencers: A Personal History of an
English Family can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Spencers: A Personal History of
an English Family having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Robert McKay:

This The Spencers: A Personal History of an English Family are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Spencers: A Personal History of an
English Family can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people.



Beside that this The Spencers: A Personal History of an English Family giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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