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If sexuality is inherently social, the same thing can be said about celibacy. An understanding of celibacy,
argues Carl Olson, can be a useful way to view the significance of the human body within a social context.
The purpose of this book is to examine how the practice of celibacy differs cross-culturally as well as
historically within a particular religious tradition. The essays (all previously unpublished) will demonstrate
that celibacy is a complex religious phenomenon. The control of sexual desire can be used to divorce oneself
from a basic human biological drive, to separate oneself from what is perceived as impure, or to distance
oneself from a transient world. Within different religious traditions there can be found the practice of
temporary celibacy, commitment to long-term permanent celibacy, and outright condemnations of it. By
maintaining a state of virginity, members of some religious traditions imitate divine models; other traditions
do not admit the possibility of emulating such paradigms. Whether or not a religious tradition encourages or
discourages it, the practice of celibacy gives us insight into its worldview, social values, gender relations,
ethics, religious roles, and understanding of the physical body. Celibacy can contribute to the creation of a
certain status and play a role in the construction of identity, while serving as a source of charisma. In some
religious traditions, it is possible to renounce sex and gain sacred status and economic support from society.
Each essay in the collection will be written by an expert in a particular religious tradition. Each will address
such questions as: Why do some members of a religious community decide to maintain a celibate style of
religious life? Is celibacy a prerequisite for religious office or status? Are there different contexts within a
given religious tradition for the practice of celibacy? What does the choice of celibacy tell us about the
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From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Celibacy and Religious Traditions
to read.

Lillie Corley:

The book Celibacy and Religious Traditions has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Enola Hudson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Celibacy and Religious
Traditions, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Patricia Whetsel:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Celibacy and
Religious Traditions which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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