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Common as Air offers a stirring defense of our cultural commons, that vast store of art and ideas we have
inherited from the past and continue to enrich in the present. Suspicious of the current idea that all creative
work is "intellectual property," Lewis Hyde turns to America's Founding Fathers?men such as Adams,
Madison, and Jefferson?in search of other ways to imagine the fruits of human wit and imagination. What he
discovers is a rich tradition in which knowledge was assumed to be a commonwealth, not a private preserve.

For the founders, democratic self-governance itself demanded open and easy access to ideas. So did the
growth of creative communities such as that of eighteenth-century science. And so did the flourishing of
public persons, the very actors whose "civic virtue" brought the nation into being.

In this lively, carefully argued, and well-documented book, Hyde brings the past to bear on present matters,
shedding fresh light on everything from the Human Genome Project to Bob Dylan's musical roots. Common
as Air allows us to stand on the shoulders of America's revolutionary giants and thus to see beyond today's
narrow debates over cultural ownership. What it reveals is nothing less than a vision of how to reclaim the
commonwealth of art and ideas that we were meant to inherit.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Burns:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Common as Air: Revolution,
Art, and Ownership will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with
you?

Richard Kitterman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled Common as Air: Revolution, Art, and Ownership can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

George Conner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Common as Air: Revolution, Art, and
Ownership publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Common as Air: Revolution, Art,
and Ownership as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Warren Cruz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Common as
Air: Revolution, Art, and Ownership.
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