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There is nothing more disenchanting to man than to be shown the springs and mechanism of any art. All our
arts and occupations lie wholly on the surface; it is on the surface that we perceive their beauty, fitness, and
significance; and to pry below is to be appalled by their emptiness and shocked by the coarseness of the
strings and pulleys. In a similar way, psychology itself, when pushed to any nicety, discovers an abhorrent
baldness, but rather from the fault of our analysis than from any poverty native to the mind. And perhaps in
æsthetics the reason is the same: those disclosures which seem fatal to the dignity of art seem so perhaps
only in the proportion of our ignorance; and those conscious and unconscious artifices which it seems
unworthy of the serious artist to employ were yet, if we had the power to trace them to their springs,
indications of a delicacy of the sense finer than we conceive, and hints of ancient harmonies in nature. This
ignorance at least is largely irremediable. We shall never learn the affinities of beauty, for they lie too deep
in nature and too far back in the mysterious history of man. The amateur, in consequence, will always
grudgingly receive details of method, which can be stated but never can wholly be explained; nay, on the
principle laid down in Hudibras, that ‘Still the less they understand, The more they admire the sleight-of-
hand,’ many are conscious at each new disclosure of a diminution in the ardour of their pleasure. I must
therefore warn that well-known character, the general reader, that I am here embarked upon a most
distasteful business: taking down the picture from the wall and looking on the back; and, like the inquiring
child, pulling the musical cart to pieces. 1. Choice of Words.—The art of literature stands apart from among
its sisters, because the material in which the literary artist works is the dialect of life; hence, on the one hand,
a strange freshness and immediacy of address to the public mind, which is ready prepared to understand it;
but hence, on the other, a singular limitation. The sister arts enjoy the use of a plastic and ductile material,
like the modeller’s clay; literature alone is condemned to work in mosaic with finite and quite rigid words.
You have seen these blocks, dear to the nursery: this one a pillar, that a pediment, a third a window or a vase.
It is with blocks of just such arbitrary size and figure that the literary architect is condemned to design the
palace of his art. Nor is this all; for since these blocks, or words, are the acknowledged currency of our daily
affairs, there are here possible none of those suppressions by which other arts obtain relief, continuity, and
vigour: no hieroglyphic touch, no smoothed impasto, no inscrutable shadow, as in painting; no blank wall, as
in architecture; but every word, phrase, sentence, and paragraph must move in a logical progression, and
convey a definite conventional import.
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From reader reviews:

Lenora Hungate:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Essays in the Art of Writing.

David Sayre:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Essays
in the Art of Writing the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book
then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Essays in the Art of
Writing giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details
for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Cindy Johnson:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Essays in the Art of Writing. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Lorenzo Maskell:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have many
advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book Essays in
the Art of Writing we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get
creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life with this book Essays in the Art of Writing. You can more desirable than now.
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